§137.419

Within 30 days of the receipt of this deci-
sion, you may request an informal con-
ference under 42 CFR 137.421, or appeal this
decision under 42 CFR 137.425 to the Interior
Board of Indian Appeals (IBIA). Should you
decide to appeal this decision, you may re-
quest a hearing on the record. An appeal to
the IBIA under 42 CFR 137.425 shall be filed
with the IBIA by certified mail or by hand
delivery at the following address: Board of
Indian Appeals, U.S. Department of the Inte-
rior, 4015 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA
22203. You shall serve copies of your Notice
of Appeal on the Secretary and on the offi-
cial whose decision is being appealed. You
shall certify to the IBIA that you have
served these copies.

§137.419 What authority does the IBIA
have under §§137.415 through
137.436?

The IBIA has the authority:

(a) to conduct a hearing on the
record;

(b) to permit the parties to engage in
full discovery relevant to any issue
raised in the matter;

(c) to issue a recommended decision;
and

(d) to take such action as necessary
to insure rights specified in §137.430.

§137.420 Does an Indian Tribe have
any options besides an appeal?

Yes, the Indian Tribe may request an
informal conference. An informal con-
ference is a way to resolve issues as
quickly as possible, without the need
for a formal hearing. Or, the Indian
Tribe may, in lieu of filing an adminis-
trative appeal under this subpart or
upon completion of an informal con-
ference, file an action in Federal court
pursuant to section 110 of the Act [25
U.S.C. 450m-1].

§137.421 How does an Indian Tribe re-
quest an informal conference?

The Indian Tribe must file its request
for an informal conference with the of-
fice of the person whose decision it is
appealing, within 30 days of the day it
receives the decision. The Indian Tribe
may either hand-deliver the request for
an informal conference to that person’s
office, or mail it by certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested. If the Indian
Tribe mails the request, it will be con-
sidered filed on the date the Indian
Tribe mailed it by certified mail.
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§137.422 How is an
ference held?

informal con-

(a) The informal conference must be
held within 30 days of the date the re-
quest was received, unless the Indian
Tribe and the authorized representa-
tive of the Secretary agree on another
date.

(b) If possible, the informal con-
ference will be held at the Indian
Tribe’s office. If the meeting cannot be
held at the Indian Tribe’s office and is
held more than fifty miles from its of-
fice, the Secretary must arrange to pay
transportation costs and per diem for
incidental expenses to allow for ade-
quate representation of the Indian
Tribe.

(¢c) The informal conference must be
conducted by a designated representa-
tive of the Secretary.

(d) Only people who are the des-
ignated representatives of the Indian
Tribe, or authorized by the Secretary
are allowed to make presentations at
the informal conference. Such des-
ignated representatives may include
Office of Tribal Self-Governance.

§137.423 What happens after the infor-
mal conference?

(a) Within 10 days of the informal
conference, the person who conducted
the informal conference must prepare
and mail to the Indian Tribe a written
report which summarizes what hap-
pened at the informal conference and a
recommended decision.

(b) Every report of an informal con-
ference must contain the following lan-
guage:

Within 30 days of the receipt of the rec-
ommended decision from the informal con-
ference, you may file an appeal of the initial
decision of the DHHS agency with the Inte-
rior Board of Indian Appeals (IBIA) under 42
CFR 137.425. You may request a hearing on
the record. An appeal to the IBIA under 42
CFR 137.425 shall be filed with the IBIA by
certified mail or hand delivery at the fol-
lowing address: Board of Indian Appeals, U.S.
Department of the Interior, 4015 Wilson Bou-
levard, Arlington, VA 22203. You shall serve
copies of your Notice of Appeal on the Sec-
retary and on the official whose decision is
being appealed. You shall certify to the IBIA
that you have served these copies. Alter-
natively you may file an action in Federal
court pursuant to section 110 of the Act. [25
U.S.C. 450m-1].
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